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5 8 8 EVER were the 1 of 
— cur Laws, and the Fafineſs c 
of our Tempers, ſo ſhame- 
fully abuſed in any Inſtance, 
ac as at preſent in the Caſe 
e e 01 20:86 Copper- Money. The 
corruption of this Coin is one of thoſe 
political Evils, which are thought to 
merit no Regard till they become ex- 


oeſſive: * 1 has now reached that Point, 
A , and : 
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8 430 calls 7 all G's 8 ns can 15 
intitle it to. The Deſign of this Paper 
is to give a true State of the Caſe, to 
point out the publick and private ill 
Conſequences, and to propoſe the moſt 
obvious Remedy and Prevention. 
Of counterfeit Half-pence there are 
now almoſt infinite Sorts. Every Town 
and Village has it's Mint, where many 
of our Maſter-Manufacturers get them 
coined as cheap as they can for their own - 
Uſe to pay their Workmen with. Each 
endeavours the under-coin his Rival, in 
order to under-ſell him in his Trade. The 0 
Name given theſe Half. pence has affixed 
the Infamy very injuriouſly to one Town. 
The Exil might poſſibly begin there. 
Their Artiſts are ingenious, and their 
Merchants particularly happy in ſtriking 
1 new Branches of Trade. 3 
The Sort 3 ſhall firſt * examine Are 


. new ones, gave an hint to he g 
| genious to melt down the New and re- 
Coin them after the Old. Three new 
FHalff nce from the Mint weigh a full 
ue, as you gy” -be convinced by 


trying 


F:: 7 
trying den againſt a Crown. Four 
old ones are about the fame Weight, 
conſequently the Artiſt gained clear an 


HFalf-penny in 'Two-pence, or Three 


pence in a Shilling by the Operation, 
if he melted the Mint Half-penee. 
The Profit to the Mint is a little above 
one Penny in a Shilling. By uſing 
common Copper he wars, in this Profit 
alſo, and made an Advantage of Four- 
pence in a Shilling; a Temptation 
_ ſtrong enough to overcome the Dread of 
a Gaol, to one perhaps not accuſtomed 
to better Lodgings or better Company. 
The Conſequence was, that we had 
prodigious Quantities coined ity a very 
ſhort time: And as they were nearly as 
good as the old ones they paſſed un- 
diſtinguiſhed, and the Loſs was ſolely 
to the Mint. The Remedy was eaſy in 
the beginning, by crying down or calling 
in the old Half-pence, and all Imitations 


of them, which ought to be done about 


once in thirty Years to prevent this ea 

hereafter. (Uh 

The next in Goodneſs to theſe, are a 
Sort made after the model of the new 

' Half-pence coined: fince the Year 1736; 

the Counterfeit is full as large and heavy 

as the true one. The Deficiency is not 


1 '7 
in Weight but in Goodneſs of Metal; 
they yield about three-fourths. Copper, 
the remaining fourth being Droſs or Lead 


of no value at all: The Coiner's Gain in 


theſe is Four- pence as before; Three- 


pence by deficiency of Copper, and the by 
one Penny allowed the Mint. 
In a little time the Coiners. of bath 
theſe found themſelves under-ſold by the 
Inventors of a third kind, -in which both 
the Imperfections of the others +were 
united; they are as deficient in Weight 
as the firſt, and in Goodneſs as the laſt, 
and the Coiner's Profit therefore Seven- 
pence in a Shilling; theſe were chiefly 
after the model of the old Half-pence, 
and thoſe coined in the Years 1715 and 
og 
1 this time the! Maſter-Workmen 
found it would anſwer to purchaſe them 
to pay their Hands. Great part of them 
fell into the Trade. The Artiſts fur- 
niſhed them at the rate of Fifteen-pence 
for a Shilling, reſerving a Profit of Four- 
pence to themſelves, Coining now grew 
a conliderable Buſineſs, and Coiners mul- 
tiplied apace. Our honeſt Maſters could 
afford to under-ſell their ſimple Neigh- 
bours by this lucky hit about twenty per 
Cent. Many * Sell: daily into the 
„ e 
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| Buſineſs, 1 the common Conſequence 


enſued, the Goods were made worſe 
and ae ; to enumerate all the variety 


would be endleſs. I ſhall content my- 


ſelf with deſcribing the worſt of them, 


at leaſt the worſt I have ſeen, and which 
I hope will ſpoil the T rade: This is 


dated 1748, a pretty large Coin, and 
if not too much worn, of a good Copper- 
Colour. If you put it in a common 


Fire- ſhovel over a moderate Fire, it turns 
white inſtantly, and will run very ſoon. 


After it has been ſlightly heated you may 
bend it with eaſe in your Hand; fo 


much does the baſe: Mixture pres in 
this, that there is ſcarce an eighth Part 


Copper, nor a full Ounce in a Shilling's- | 


worth. I hope this is the worlt they 
can make. 


It will require no great ſkill in Num- 
bers, to diſcover how many of each ſort 


a Tradeſman ought to demand for a 
Shilling, or it's worth in Goods, and a 


Workman for his Day. Vou have from 


the Mint an Ounce of Copper for three 
Half-pence, or eight Ounces for a Shil- 
ling, and ſo much your Shilling is really 


worth. Now 1n the laſt-mentioned Sort 


twenty-four yield one Ounce, therefore 
Rt; times nn, or 192, yield 
| eight 
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eight C Ounces. 80 many you muſt” re- 
member to demand ee theſe 
Half. pence are offered, except you 
chuſe to ſell your Goods for an eighth 
part of their Worth, or to take three 
 Half-pence for a Shilling, and that is 
perhaps more than you will get for 
twenty-four of them, after this Infa- 


tuation is over. I will not promiſe that 


you ſhall always find eight Ounces of 
Copper even in two hundred of them; 
but I dare engage you will never fail 
doing it in twenty- four of King en, S, 
without the trouble of | melting. 
Phe firſt apparent ill Conſequence to 
the Publick from the immoderate Practice 
of this Robbery is, that within th 
two Vears the Copper- coin is more than 
trebled, and the Silver much decreaſed: 
Now Silver being of univerſal Value, 
and Copper not, the Exchange muſt be 
regarded as a national Loſs. Before 
this Nuſance began, we never found it 
neceſſary to take more than Five-pence 
half- penny in Copper in the change of 
a Shilling; or (putting the medium of 
Exchanges at Nine- pence) Three: pence 
would be in Copper and Six-pence over 
in Silver; but of late the whole Nine- 


pence is always in Copper. Not to 


mention 


* 


\ 


r 


a1. 


mention that e are often forced to 


take five times that quantity in Pay- 
ments of eight or ten Shillings, whic 


formerly were wholly in Silver: So that 
' am ſure I ſpeak much leſs: than the 

Truth, when 45 fay we bave three 
Half-pence now. for one we bad two 
Years 280, ant that the COPE Ion: is 


trebled. 


The People of England, at 325 loweſt 


Eee. are ſuppoſed to be five 


M.illions, or &. Million ef Families, 
allowing five to each. The leaſt pro- 


portion of 


we could carry on 


our Dealing: with before this Inun- 
dation, was ſaid to be about. two Shil- 


lings in Change amongſt every five, 
or one hundred thouſand Pounds in 
the whole. We have now therefore 


in the Nation three hundred thouſand 5 
1 0 ; nds in Copper, and the Silver, to 
. "RIBQUNS of ings 1s . in ex- 


cheoke. 5 


80 much as the Co per wants * 
i "ruth, or propo tional Value of the Silver 
given for it, we may certainly ſay is 
clear Loſs to the Nation: A Pound 
of Silver ought to buy forty-ſeven 


Pounds and upwards of genuine Copper. 
. will. allow theſs peer, d, 
i | yield 


— — — 


= 
5 
r ICS Par 3x eee eee eee e 


———ͤ— 


— —— — N * * 2 2 
—— . — —kñ— 1 —— 
2 


a 
1 
8 
« 
> 
\ 


* 
1 
1 
0 
"ty 
I 0 
1 
! 


. 
1 

| 
fl 

1 


— —„— 
— 


151 

yield, one . another, a third wed 
good Metal; the Loſs is therefore two 
thirds; or above one hundred and thirty- 
two thouſand Pounds in the whole. 
The Profit to the Mint in coining 
ths! hundred thouſand Pounds worth 
of Half- pence, is at leaſt twenty thou- 
fand Pounds, if we ſuppoſe but little 
above a Penny gained in a Shilling s- 
worth. Such a Quantity coined | by 
the Mint, would require fourteen; hun- 
dred Tuns of Copper, at one hundred 
and forty Pounds a Tun, which would 
have „ our MT acts” at 
; Home. 


meengeſ Light, 1 may aches; e to 
ſuppoſe” all theſe Half-pence- imported 
by the Dutch: Nor indeed is there 
any room to. queſtion but they have 
made their Advantage of our Folly. 
It is faid to be contrary to the Faith 
of Nations, to meddle with each 
' other's Coin; but if we will give 
| forty per Cent. more than the Value 
+ IT Copper,” under any Form what- 
ever, the Dutchman is too good a 
| Thider not to fall into the Buſineſs 
and ſend us the Goods. When the 
Publick is robbed, it matters not by 
Ke ö what 


an; PENNE =. Holland is 8 
known Receptacle. 5 all publick Rob- 
bers. None are ſuch Fugitives as your 


2 We . cannot .. doubt, 2 1 | 


drone 


hy 1 nl 1 ts if it ill alley 
the Loſs to believe our Friends at Home 


be. pardoned. for it) that our Govern- 
ment has iſſued out theſe Half-pence, 
2 granted a Patent to ſome Favourite 
take up our Silver at one hun- 
1 and fifty thouſand Pounds Profit, 
in two hundred: Can any of you bear 
the Thought with Patience? Now is 
the Loſs leſs real or provoking, be- 
cCauſe it proceeds from thoſe who have 
no Authority, from Knaves and Ene- 
ies, who are too cunning for us, 
and not from Friends too, ſtrong for 
us? It was thought a Grievance ſuffi- 
Cient to throw all Ireland into a Flame, 
that one Hard- ware man was permit- 
ted to coin good Copper to a Profit 
of Eight-pence in the Pound. Now 
is it more or les grievous, that a 
thouſand. Woods, without Permiſſion, 
ſhould coin bad Copper to a Profit of 


e Shillings in the Pound ? Was 
B the 


I 
% 


Authors, I will ſuppoſe: (if I may 


Wn Quantity te Was l R 

rather more. than they wanted? Are 
not we three Times as numerous, and 

| have we not had twice as much as 
| our Occaſions, obtruded upon us, and is 
Not the Evil in this Light fix Times as 

1 | Yo , 
. think it a worſe. Conſequence 
than the Loſs of our Silver, that this 
Villainy has given Knaves an Oppor- 
tunity of gaining immoderately be- 
yond honeſt Men. Whatever may be 
Pleaded in behalf of the Coiner, as 
| the Force of Want, the Ingenuity of 
bis Art, his. Ignorance of nice Rules 
of Morality, - and any other Argu- 
ment Humanity might ſuggeſt. Cer- 
tainly nothing can be faid in Defence 
of the Manufacturer that employs the 
Coiner. To common Senſe the Maſter 
is the only Perſon guilty ; the Coiner 


is only a Servant, who has neither 


a Stock to buy Metal, nor a Trade to 
paſs off his Coin, without the Aſ- 

fiſtance of his Maſter. Theſe En- 
| groſſers of Robbery multiply the Evil, 
and render it fatal. A ſingle Coiner 
cannot ſupply them, he muſt make 
his. Fraud a Trade, and call in more 


Hands; Here * a Stock offered to 
bros, 


© Gipport; and a ins to protest Ks 
10 Hence a thouſand Half-pence are made 
inſtead of one, and thoſe much worſe 
than he durſt coin who was to offer 
them at the hazard of his Liberty. 
The Maſter calculates the Amount of 
the Cheat, and ſtates, with Accuracy, 
the Sum he ſteals. The Coiner, if 
left to himſelf, - would make them as 
good as he could afford, without know 
ing exactly what he gained: This would 


be perhaps according to the Negli- 


| gence or Folly of the Receiver. It is 
not the Publick, by an indefinite Name, 
which the Maſter cheats; but par- 
ticular Men, his poor Neighbours: 
Not Enemies or Strangers, but his o.] n 
Workmen and Servants, to whoſe La- 
bour he is obliged. for his Luxury and 
Haſee 

Some Perſons 1 have heard defend 
this baſe: Practice thus: To work cheap, 
is all, our manufacturing Laws aim at, 
and this End may as well be gained by 
a clever Impoſition as any other way. 
If the Labourer will not work for 
leſs than a Shilling a Day, pay him in 
baſe Money, and let him call Nine- 
| pence a Shilling for a while: At the 
ö * of the . "og: he will find he. 
„ B 2 has 


Has really een ie 5 Nine pence 8 
Day. This is too frivolous to deſerve 
a calm Anfwer, Firſt, WO is it that 
have their Work done cheaper by this 
Fraud? The true Eugliſſßi Merchant 
has the Principles of a Noblemat, and 
will be above deſeending to ſuch Baſe- 
neſs. Heaven forbid it ſhould! be Na- 
tional, ſo as to affect the Trade of 
England. Non tali Auxilio.— If it was 
once general, the Effect would ceaſe: 
The abourer cannot long give one 
Value to Meney, and the Merchant 
another. Indeed it is rather an abuſe 
of Words to ſay, that ' Towering Money 
is lowering Wages But when is the 
Money lowered? Not till the Half- 
an; ceaſe to paſs as genuine and ef 
full Value, and then only for ſueh CY 
Quantity as the Labourer happens to 
have in Hand. New this Coin is in 
continual Motion from the Labourer 
to the Butcher, Baker, Huckſter, and 
Brewer. In theſe Hands ir makes 
a Pep” perhaps till it amounts to a 
Sum: They therefore are moſt likely 
to be the Loſers, and muſt ſell their 
Commodities dearer hereaſter to make 
up the Leſs: © Therefore Wages muſt 
* raiſed,” tice * that works wrilk 
. eu 1 continue 


13 15 


continue to eat and de dhe alba! 

Quantity. * 1 | 
The loweſt” Members 40 Ns Anat, 5 

cantile World are the Itinerant Mer- 


* i} 


_ chants of all Sorts, who depend upon 


the Receipts of the Day for their Sub- 
fiſtence at Night, and their next Day's 
Stock. All of this Order apply; like | 
the Labourers; to the Huckſter to fur- 
niſh” them both "ih Wares and Food. 
I we trace the Money of the Poor, we. 
fhall always find it to eenter here. This 


uſeful” Clafs will be principal Sufferers, 
| whenever the Day. of ers- arrives. 


| the Prog of the EW bh taking 


care in Time. I cannot ſuppoſe them Z 


willing to part with their Wares for 


Intereſt is immediately affected, one 


_ allow their Senſes and Paffions. 


are quick enough; but if the Evil is 
ever ſo little ditant, they are very apt 


to loſe Sight of it. When once this 


Miſchief touches their | Purſes, and they 


ſee themfelves actually reduced to lots | 
; nce in a Shilling, then theit 
ED 8 77 will be "Os and their \Coni- 


_ Nine-p 


plaint 


Counters to divert their Children. Com- 
mon Senſe is ſaid to be peeuliarly the 
Gift of common Men: bo far as their 


* % * * my - 
e * 
* *. 3 — o 
8 * 7 7 + 
88 : OO 1 : 


than Rb Wl e wich e Pa- 
i dener. Ne rk 9 Ta 8 . 


plant. 


and e ae . er 


It has gone ſuch Lengths, that I fear 


the Loſs to Individuals will be greater 


8547 -_ 3 OE. it. or ig ange, 
that the... counterfeiting of the higher 
Coins ſhould be ſo fatally. neg 
and the ſame Crime on Copper ſo 


little regarded. The Crime, conſidered 
in à moral Light, is equal. To write 


the King's Name, and to imitate his 
Hand- writing, is certainly Forgery: To 


do this to atteſt a Falſhood is Treaſon, 


let the Metal be what it will. To re- 
peat this on a thouſand Pieces, is cer- 


tainly adding to the Crime. But Law- 
givers 8 their Puniſhments to 
the Conſequences of Crimes, not their 
moral Differences. I think it, may 
fairly be made a 


Robbery, equal to the preſent, was 


Q veſtion, whether a 


ever actually brought into Practice in 
the higher Species. Has the Nation 
ever loſt an hundred and fifty thou- 
ſand Pounds in two Vears by the Coiners 


of Gold and Silver? In the Crime 


of Robbery, I ſee; no difference, whe- 
ther * defraud the Publick by coin- 


1 ing 
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. twenty-four ' Half-pence. * All ther 5 
Countries hold their Coin facred, and 


every Offence is capital, whether in 


the lower or higher Sorts. In moſt 


other Caſes, the Laws prohibit with 


greater Severity Evils moſt likely to 
happen. The Copper-Coin is moſt 
liable to be counterfeited: It is in the 
moſt and worſt. Hands; twenty-four 


 Half-pence are uſed for one Shilling, 


and thoſe by the Vulgar. The Ma- 
terials to counterfeit it are more at hand 
to every one; the Profit is great: When 


once begun, we have ſeen, it ſpreads 


like a Deluge, and infe&s not the lower 


only, but the higher Orders alſo; and 


the Loſs falls \chiefly on the pooreſt 
and moſt uſeful Part the Common- _ 


wealth. The Methods of . counterfeit- 
ing are more various, and Men are 
leſs likely to diſcover the Cheat, by 
their greater Careleſſneſs in receiving 


it. For all theſe Reaſons, I fear the 


Crime will never be at an End, ex- 
*The ſame Uſe is now making of the old 
Six-pences at Birmingham, which they are: juſt 


beginning to counterfeit, and as it was with the 


* 


Half-pence at firſt, they make them as near as 


good as the true ones at preſent; but we muſt ſoon 


expect to ſee them degenerate. 
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; and. fore alk Who employ 
mage. equal in Law, and 
that be Uhm t, Tran Ota 


Dan to 


Sie cad be. eigene to uſe hi s Sen 
No Man receives e but to utter 
it . IDs Laws therefore <0; — . 


r it With the. Coiner,-as = 
as. he utters it. T tterer | 


3/Rill the Receiver 
n Whom this Miſ- 
is to be —— but the Law 
muſt, not be too ſevere to be executed 
It has alſo a further Deficiency, for it 
brings no Idvantage to him who exe- 
_ eutes it. Now no Man will bring his 
3 eighbour to a Puniſhment _ has 
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= e Punithment, for all Coiners; 


- 


muſt be tempted by his Intereſt” to ac- 
cuſe him that pays; but then the Puniſh- 
ment muſt be proportioned to the Of- 


Ho fence, and muſt bring a Loſs to the 
Su ily, and. an e to the ry 


trayer. 


The Method is 1 icky overy Body 


muſt have thought of it. Let it reſem- : 


ble the late one to prevent profane Curſing 
and Swearing in all reſpects, but _ 
the Forfeiture ſhall go to the Informer. 


. 


0 Whoever, After: the firſt of July next, 
os * ſhall receive @ counterfeit”: Half. penny, 


and make Oath thereof before a fuſtice 
© of Peace within a Week, informing bim 


: 7 00 of - the Particulars,” of Time; Place, 


and Perſon," - ſhall be '1mpowered by 
'& Warrant to receive a Shilling for fuch 


„ Half-penny to his own Uſe, of the Per- 
<« ſon who paid it him. If be has had two 
impoſed upon bim at the ſame Time, be 


3 ſball receive two Shillings for each; 
op N 555 three Shillings for each; and 


CE. 


N 5 + 


FJ 'T here are 3 two. So ae v2 
© cerned in paſſing forward a bad Coin: 
He who pays it, and he who receives. 
To, Nothing can be eaſier, than to make one 
a guard upon the other. The Receiver 


© vc T9108 a + Mi W Hage 70 ing Pe 
always equal to the Numbor red, 
and this fo the. ſole Uſe of the injured 8 
« Perſon; ercept he be à Stranger or in- 
Bo. famous, in _ 1 to the win 95 the 
«, Pariſh.” 
It may 5 proper wo t ker Word | 
. Copper being the Money of 
the Vulgar, we ſhall ſoon ſee Con victions 
_ frequent enough, till they are taught a 
proper Caution in receiving and uttering. 
Now, if there is none to utter, there 
will be nobody to co-in. 
Perhaps the Penalty ought to ks? in- 
0 Aud on all Officers of the Exciſe, 
Gatherers of Land-Tax, Window- Tax; 
and Poor's Rates, Servants of Turnpikes, 
5 and Penny-Poſt; becauſe they are moſt 
likely to receive bad Half-pence, and 
muſt therefore be more ſtrongly forbid. 
In order that every Perſon may more 
certainly diſtinguiſh the Counterfeit from 
Genuine, it may be thought neceſſary to 
cry down or prohibit, all the old Half- 
pence, and thoſe called Birmingham 
Half-pence, and to ſupply their Place 
with a Quantity new from the Mint, 
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